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The present extract is from Kalama’s autobiography “Wings of Fire” struggles of
boyhood and youth, bringing alive everyday life in small town in South India and the
inspirational role of educators. With characteristic modesty, Kalam ascribes the
greatness of his achievements to the influence of his teachers and mentors. The present
piece describes his boyhood day in the small town of Rameshwaram and echoes A.L.
Tennyson’s words :  More things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.’




